A severe case of pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis with massive accumulation of gas outside the gastrointestinum.
We report an unusually severe case of pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis in an adult female patient undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoblastic crisis in chronic myelogenous leukemia. An impressive accumulation of gas was not only detected within the intestinal wall and mesentery but also in the peritoneum, retroperitoneum, mediastinum and cervical subcutaneous tissue. The patient was almost asymptomatic and fully recovered within a few days of treatment. In addition to chemotherapy, the patient was receiving trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole for pneumocystis carinii pneumonia and lactulose for constipation. Mucosal damage due to chemotherapy and depletion of tetrahydrofolic acid, changes in bowel flora induced by antibiotic treatment, and the intake of unabsorbable carbohydrates may be responsible for the severity of the disease.